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This fact sheet is an update on the upcoming investigation at the 
Former 753rd Radar Station in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. If you have 
questions, feel free to contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District Public Affairs Office at (502)315-6768.  
 
Under the Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) Program, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is responsible for 
investigating, evaluating and addressing potential contamination 
at properties that were once owned and operated by Department 
of Defense (DOD). During DOD ownership of the former 753rd 
Radar Station in Sault Ste Marie, DOD operations caused a 
release of chemicals to some of the soil and groundwater at the 
property.  Based on the studies performed to date, there is no 
evidence of an imminent threat to human health or the 
environment. However, USACE continues to evaluate the nature 
and extent of contamination at the site in accordance with the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA). 

Site History 
The former Sault Ste. Marie Air Force Station is located near the 
Canadian border 3.5 miles south of the city of Sault Sainte Marie, 
Michigan. The site housed the former U.S. Air Force 753rd Radar 
Squadron, Air Defense Command, from 1949 to the 1970s. The 
barracks and other support buildings are now privately owned and 
have been renovated for offices, storage and rental apartments. 
The City owns a small parcel containing a water tower, and 
approximately 22 acres to the north is being used to mine gravel.  

In 1985 the Michigan Department of Public Health (MDPH) 
sampled two wells on the property and detected volatile organic 
contaminants in the groundwater. USACE closed both wells and 
installed water supply lines from the Sault Ste. Marie city water 
supply to the residents living on and next to the site. Since then, USACE has investigated and confirmed the presence of 
contamination in the groundwater, soil, and soil vapor at the site. Although there is currently no evidence of an imminent threat to 
human health or the environment, these earlier investigations were limited in scope, requiring further study to complete the full 
evaluation under CERCLA. 
 
What’s Next? 
Beginning in summer 2018, the USACE and its contractor, Quality Environmental Professionals, Inc. (QEPI) will complete a 
Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) that includes collecting more data on the groundwater, soil and soil vapor. 
The purpose of the RI/FS is to fully determine the nature and extent of contamination, and evaluate any potential risks to human 
health or the environment. For groundwater, USACE will collect samples from existing monitoring wells.  For soil and soil vapor, 
USACE will measure soil vapor concentrations near the existing buildings on the site.  If soil vapor concentrations indicate that 
additional analysis is required, USACE will then collect soil samples in that area as well as indoor air samples. With this additional 
information, USACE will complete a human health risk assessment and, if warranted, identify possible remedial alternatives to 
address residual chemicals in the soil and groundwater. The USACE is expected to complete this work in 2019. The USACE works 
closely with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) in evaluating risk and possible remedial alternatives. Any 
potential remedial alternatives will be presented to the public for review and comment before a final decision is made. 
For more information visit https://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Sault-Sainte-Marie-Air-Force-Station/ or 
contact the Louisville District Public Affairs Office at (502) 315-6768.  
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The figure above shows the structures that exist within the 
boundary of the former 753rd Radar Station. 
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